
Delbert Michael Messner
SEP  4, 1904 - FEB  28, 2002

Scan to Visit



Table of Contents

Obituary Page 3

Tribute Wall Page 5

PAGE 2 OF 7



D elbert Michael Messner

Graveside services for Delbert Michael Messner, 97, of Lake Cherokee, will be held at 2 PM

Monday, March 4, 2002 at Elderville Cemetery with the Reverend Bill Cunningham officiating.
Burial will be under the direction of Rader Funeral Home of Longview. He died Thursday
morning, February 28, 2002 in a Longview hospital Visitation will be from 2 to 4 Sunday, March

3, at the funeral home. Mr. Messner, also known as ''Del'' was born September 4, 1904, in Etna
Green, Indiana to Pennsylvania Dutch parents, and attended high school at White Pigeon,

Michigan. In 1923, he went to work for L.E. Myers Company in Chicago, as a construction
contractor for electric utility firms, and became an accountant. Del finally wound up in Longview
during the oil boom, where he joined the First United Methodist Church in 1930. He resigned

from L.E. Myers in 1934, and founded Messner Electric Supply Company, a wholesale dealership,
which he operated for nearly 30 years. In 1963, he entered the cattle business for 10 years, and
dabbled in Oil and Gas Production in Texas and Arkansas. Active in civic and religious affairs in

Longview, he was active in the Men?s Bible class of First Methodist Church, served on the
building and grounds committee for several years. Del was a member of the Longview I.S.D.

school board, and served as president for 4 years, a member of the Valley View P.T.A. He was a
member of the Longview Masonic Lodge #404, a 32nd degree Scottish Rite Shriner, and a charter
member of Sharon Temple. Del was also a member of the Downtown Rotary Club and served as

President from 1946 to 1947. He had a perfect attendance record for 52 years. A resident of Lake
Cherokee since 1973, he served on the Elderville Water Supply Corporation Board as Vice

President for 10 years. He helped establish and served as president of the Elderville-Lakeport Fire
Department and served as treasurer of the Fire District. He and his late wife established the Del
and Barbara Messner Scholarship Endowment at LeTourneau University. Mr. Messner was

preceded in death by his wife of 66 years, Barbara. Survivors include his son and daughter-in-law,
Mike and Wendy Messner of Lake Cherokee; granddaughters, Michele Messner of Longview and

Jennifer West of Tucson, Arizona; grandson, David Messner of Dallas, Georgia; great-grandsons,
Adrian and Julian Diaz of Longview, and Joshua West of Tucson; niece Juanita Bengel of
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Longview Those unable to attend the services may sign an online guest memorial register at
www.raderfh.com. and later view the services by clicking on Funeral-Cast.
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Anonymous posted:

Mike & Wendy--We just learned about Mr. Messner's passing..You both are in our thoughts and

prayers and would love to be with you, but can't on such short notice. If you need anything please let

us know...Love Charlie & Sue Johnson##imported-begin##Charlie & Sue Johnson##imported-end##

March 2 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Uncle Mike and Aunt Wendy,I am sorry for your loss. I know how much it must hurt. I want you to

know that I love you very much, and I am here for you.Suzie,I want you to know I am here for you too.

I might not be as close as Jennifer and Bubba, but you are close to me, and it hurts me to see you

hurting. Let me know if need anything. I am here for you. Love, Jess##imported-

begin##Jessica##imported-end##

March 2 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Mike and Wendy, I share your grief and tears. If there is anything I can do please feel free to contact

me. Your father reminded me of a passage of scripture found in II Samuel 3:38, "Know ye not that

there is a prince and a great man fallen this day in Israel." With Warm Regards, Larry V.

Tidwell##imported-begin##Larry Tidwell##imported-end##

March 2 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Dad and Moma,Sorry Billy Josh and myself could not make it. I know y'all know that but we are

thinking about y'all.Suzie, Sorry for your lose and I know you have lost alot of people in such a short

time. But the rest of us are here for you still.Love y'allJenn##imported-begin##Jennifer

West##imported-end##

March 1 at 7:00 PM
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Anonymous posted:

My love and prayers are with the Family and the ones who cared so lovingly for Mr. Messner. I will

miss him as I have surely missed Mrs. Messner. She always called me when they received their

BANNERS. May God bless their Souls. Fine, fine people and blessed all they touched.##imported-

begin##Millie Harper##imported-end##

March 1 at 7:00 PM

Anonymous posted:

Sending condolences in tribute for the many years of friendship between the Slade and Messner

families.##imported-begin##Bette Slade##imported-end##

February 28 at 7:00 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Delbert by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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